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Lost in the mists. of tj:ne is the cause thoreof, hov, where, or",lhy it started.

The Church r,ras badly burned, also thatched eottages i:r the Square, and

possibly a part of the Rectory though this seems i:rprobable. There is no

reference as yet in the Briefs, Charity Registers or iceounts of surrounding

parishes but this vould only refer to the ralsing of noney for rebuil-dirrg.

The Fire would have to be simulated by records of erackliag flaroes etc.r arld

with artificial smoke - also people running hither anC yon with 17th century

buekets of water from the Brook. rt is conceivable that Giles Dowse was

ilector at the tjme. He inciCently went off to fight in the siege of l,liachester

(verify.dates). After the Fire the roof was covered with spear or rag (reed.s

or rough stone slates), the former cut fron nearby meadows, and the najn arches

of chalk were fron the Parish Pit 5j1 Wa11op ff,oad.

The jnitials on the pews are believed to be those of the t,,ro Churchwardens of
tJre ti-ue. Ido real clue as to their iCentity - possibly l.Ijftiam Eiddle and

Henry Braumond - there was a Huffe Biddle too.

Several 1oca1 names date fror,r that time and the Pragnells, Lynoodsr Orams,

Huats and l'lundays night well have had ancestors tryi:lg to douse the fi-re.
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