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How many people I won-
der know that during the
early part of the last war
there was a dummy airfi,eld

- or "Q" site as they were
of f icially called -at Broughton?

It was used to divert
nighrt bombing attaeks from
the neanby Middle Wa,llop
airfieId.

The site was fi,tted w,ith
false buildings and dummy
aircra,ft, and airmen m'oved
about on bicycl,es fitted
with special lights to look
like taxiring ai,rcraft from
the air.

Positions of these dummy
aircraft and dummy

vehicles were changed eon-
.stantly to confusri inrterp,re-
tation of air photographs.

Once we gained a,ir
superiority, the "a" site
ceased to operate, There
are still traces of the cotn-
mand post and shelters used
by the a,i,rmen to be fou,nd
and the other afternoon I
walked along a bridleway
near a row of fine beeohes
midway between the Chattis
Hill turn-off on the A30 and
Broughton to find the
remains.
'I was a,ble to exarndne foi

myself what was left of
these concrete underground
buildings u,sed over 40
years ago.


