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Social reformer had a

vision

HE

By GLADYS HUGGINS

ROBERT OWEN was a famous Socialist and reformer of the early 19th

TRI

UTOPIA |
HERE—

century. - His ‘practical experiments in his New Lanark Mills, whuch he
took over in 1799, aroused much interest, especua"y as they did not inter-

fere with his success businessman.

In a world where most wo&mg people lived in squalor
and there was much drunkenness and vice, he was anxious
to improve the moral standards. To achiéve this he felt that
better living conditions must be provided.

Finding that the. vast majority of the people did not
want ‘to be better, and that Englond was not ready for
moral reform, Owen and others decided to establish a model
community in Ameruca. e

In 1825 he a large pro- bo send 18 expenenced mez;l to

method of valuation, and the over
i;hl: of a considerable number of

In the |udn.or‘s estimate there
deficit

was a £533, but the
gmmmee lwoinled by Congress
re-

to the farm.

ree
hedgers and dltchers and carpen-
ters and smit

PROMOTlNG
HAPPINESS

URING the first few months

good reports were recelved
from Q
were content with the old farm
buildings already there. and
erected a large dining hall wl(h‘
stalned giass windows., and deco-
rated inside with paintings and
enimvlngq This was also used as

rtion of his lortune 1n estab-
ishing a communll:y under the
name of “New Harmonr" in

In

It was short-lived. The indus-
trious resented the fact that the
lazy did not do their fair share
towards mnm‘f the community

a success and quarrels broke

our The community disinte-

graled and Owen lost all his
money,

With the growth of his Utoplan
ideas the commonsense which had
made him a successful business- .
man disappeared. ecture room and there were

Iu 1839 the only “Harmony Hall" | sleeping rooms above.
in Britain ever to be personally | »our days” Aldham writes, “are
directed by Owen, and his most | spent in united industry, our even-
ings in mutual improvement. Our

lavish experiment, was founded at
East Tylg‘é{!ey. in Hampshire on | simple meals have the relish of
the Wilts! der, ut 12]ga0d appetites and the charm of
nites from . Although

the land was in

bmlmnﬁnl.nrq on the outskirts of

straight 5
Up 1o & wn.?&‘i‘i’&.
then thro' their branches across

the road. forming & close resem-
blance to the aisle of a cathedral.
Words cannot give & correct u:ln
of that beautiful walk. The per-
spective effect is most sti Ikln; ®

BACKED BY
CO-OP CONGRESS

. tel and
h ht lnd

eig from nmg were apenl
in s!.uﬂy und enjoyment.

Sunday was & day of rest, but
members met in the new dining
hall “to hear the Gospel
Peace and Universal Pnteml(y

preac ds came
wide area to hear 'hn the Soclnl-
ists had to say for themselves.

OPPOSED BY

other means
of m&u’,mmem

After careful enmln:tlon of the
klh:hm accourts for evious

onths the nud.lwrs found
thm. t.he actual cost of maintens

ance of each adult, exclusive of 4 T the annual conferemes in
rent, was 7s. 1d. a week.s d mﬁ? tll“.z :25 l:lll.nlncg Com»l the
) m stil oo rough rose-
gﬂw Coffee # co.oured  specta when it
7 reported that £18,983 had been
R expended on the property, but a
ks ststement showed that it was of |
h 7 much greater value. Two months
Fuel, Candies, Soap 1 3} later, however, a special meeting |
Pocket Money .... 1 0 3! w&%;cs.} Bas calk;l)dm consider
he s of Queenwood.
S ieater cconomy wag urged I e Goyeritor had been given a
meat and butter and &s m, as free hand on the understanding
possible residents should con- thft no debts were lncrurred bub
tent wi food actual relying on promises of su
on ly prodl.ced which ':leedre nme‘er mxgne«tw e had
commi e sociely arge
MORE MONEY sums. There were pressing llabili- | .
WANTED Uirgent need Tor at_jeast £5000 1o
urgen or eas X
wmrlete what had aiready been
thy mam.‘n;um 'us:d! et
I e 8! cal
further mi

taken to make
profitable to m
“To attain this more money

D TO MAKE

Harmony Hall, aft:

OWEN IS
EXONERATED

erwards Queenwood College, .from an . illus-
tration in the college prospectus.

had been stopped. so the meal was
now bread and water only; and
the Sunday meal, to save the
iabour for the women, was sunph'

coffee and bread and butte:
the whole, however, uoodwlll nnd
pe(ulness still continued
n Pinch went to Ame'r.cn
in ti e early summer of 1843,
Owen again became governor, |
In this year a prospectus signed
by Owen. as president. and the
Central Board, invited the public
to subscribe not £8.000
enumuu-d al the last Congress,
but £25.
‘This uu-lun
and furnishl an industrial
school for 500 chlldmn and more
furniture for the school already
n response to this
ubscribed,

ied £‘I.500 for buiding | &8

and ball had been postponed to
welcome Owen, now 74 years of
age. on his return from America.
When tea the

sung, Owen gave an address and

on j&gledinchemndmarehmdme

L country dance before retiring
to rest.

END IN SONG

AND DANCE
’I"HE residents sang and danced
alternately until after msd-
night. This was probably
social festival al Harmony Hall.
the winding up commeno:d
without delay.
The leases of two of the farms
were taken over and carrled with

:hem most of the remaining resi-
dents. The others gradually

e =

The iut rovernor. John Buxion,
who was alsolone of the Agsltnh&!:

procure the £5,000 more which as
needed to make the experiment a
Success.

t on the bulldings|
md ap’ﬁn continue i

needed, and nlso the expense of

VISITORS'

a) in 1845,
iull until June, 1846,
The ﬂnuna‘nl al!;l;: were ver{

s e} ll'-‘(‘l’
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